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Sheriff Reese started his career in 1989 as a Deputy Sheriff with the Multnomah County Sheriff's Office. 
He transferred to the Portland Police Bureau in 1994, working his way up the ranks, serving as an officer, 
sergeant, lieutenant, captain, commander and ultimately Chief of Police, retiring in 2015. He came out of 
retirement to serve as the interim director of the Citizen’s Crime Commission, before he was sworn-in as 
sheriff in 2016 and was elected Sheriff in the general election.  
 
Mike has a BS in Psychology and an Executive Master of Public Administration from Portland State 
University. He lives in Portland with his wife Cindy where they raised their three daughters. They enjoy 
spending as much time sailing on their sailboat as possible. 

 
 
Topic: “2020’s Portland, Oregon Protests & Civil Disorder” 
 
Sheriff Mike Reese (Ret.) and Renn Cannon, FBI (Ret.), will provide an overview of 2020's extended 
Portland protests and civil disorder including descriptions of extremist tactics. The training will focus on 
facilitated discussion of key strategic and tactical considerations including obtaining unified effort; 
media/social media impacts; tactics and goals of domestic extremist groups; and leadership factors to 
sustaining morale and effectiveness. 
 


